
Each year an estimated 3.3 million      
children are exposed to violence against 
their mothers or female caretakers by 
family members. (American Psychological 
Association, Violence and the Family:  
Report of the APA Presidential Task 

Force on Violence and the Family,1996)  

Studies show that child abuse occurs in 
30 to 60 percent of family violence cases 
that involve families with children. (J.L. 
Edleson, "The overlap between child  
maltreatment and woman battering.          
" Violence Against Women”, February, 

1999.)  

Research shows that 80 to 90 percent of 
children living in homes where there is 
domestic violence are aware of the      
violence. (Pagelow, "Effects of Domestic 
Violence on Children," Mediation      

Quarterly, 1990)  

·A number one predictor of child abuse is 
woman abuse. (Stark and Flitcraft, 
"Women at Risk: A Feminist Perspective 
on Child Abuse," International Journal of 

Health Services, 1988)  

   
 Statistics show that over 3 million  
children witness violence in their home 
each year.   
       

American Psychological Association 

...a domestic, sexual, and dating 
violence prevention and  

intervention program 

Domestic violence affects every member of the family, 
including  the children. Family  violence creates a home 
where children live in constant fear.   
 
Children who witness family violence are affected in 
ways similar to children who are physically abused. 
They are unable to establish healthy bonds with either 
parent.  
 
Children are at greater risk for sexual and physical 
abuse and neglect if they live in a violent home. 
 
Statistics show that over 3 million children witness 
violence in their home each year.  Those who see and 
hear violence in the home suffer physically and 
emotionally.   

 

 
 
 
 

In order to help families fleeing domestic violence, 
My Sisters’ Place works with Moms and Children to 
transition in the following ways: 
 

Support Group 
Build parenting skills 
School education 
Family Unity Meetings 
Work with Adult and Family Services 
Work with Child Welfare Services 
Work with local Social Workers 
Individual time with Moms and Children 
Household item donation 
Workforce transition 
Education 

 
 

My  Sistersô Place 
 

PO Box 2152 
Newport, Or 97365 

 
 

 24-Hour Crisis Line: (541) 994-5959 

 

Advocacy Office: (541) 574-9424 

Fax: (541) 574-0376 

www.mysistersplace.us  

 
My Sistersô Place is an  

Equal Opportunity Provider  

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  

AND CHILDREN 



  

Behavioral  
 

 Acting out or withdrawing 
 Aggressive or passive 
 Refusing to go to school 
 Care taking; acting as a parent  

 substitute 
 Lying to avoid confrontation 
 Rigid defenses 
 Excessive attention seeking 
 Nightmares 
 Out of control behavior 
 Reduced ability to think  
 Manipulation 
 Mood swings 

 
 

Social  
 

 Isolation from friends and relatives 
 Stormy relationships 
 Difficulty in trusting, especially adults 
 Poor anger -management and        
 problem solving skills 
 Excessive social involvement to 
 avoid home 
 Passivity with peers or bullying 
 Involved in relationships as            
 perpetrator or victim 

 
 

The trauma children experience can 
show up in emotional,  

behavioral, social and physical         
disturbances that effect their             

development and can continue into 
adulthood.  

 
Some potential effects: 

 
Emotional  

Terror 
Obsession with death—Their own or a 
loved one 
Anxiety 
Grief for family and personal losses 
Shame, guilt, and self blame 
Confusion about conflicting feelings     
toward parents               
Fear of abandonment, or expressing 
emotions, the unknown or  personal    
injury 
Anger 
Depression and feelings of helplessness 
and powerlessness 
Embarrassment 

 
Physical  

 
Nervous, anxious, short attention span 
Tired  
Frequently ill 
Poor personal hygiene  
Regression in development  
High risk play 
Self abuse  
 Bedwetting 

 

Some 80 percent of child fatalities within the 
family are attributable to fathers or father     
surrogates. (Bergman, Larsen and Mueller, 
"Changing Spectrum of Serious Child Abuse,  " 

Pediatrics”, 1986)  

In families where the mother is assaulted by the 
father, daughters are at risk of sexual abuse 
6.51 times greater than girls in non-abusive  

families (Bowker, Arbitell and McFerron, 1988)  

A child's exposure to the father abusing the 
mother is the strongest risk fact for transmitting 
violent behavior from one generation to the 
next (American  Psychological Association, 
Violence and the Family: Report of the APA 
Presidential Task Force on Violence and the 

Family,1996)  

 Male children who witness the abuse of moth-
ers by fathers are more likely to become men 
who batter in adulthood than those male       
children from homes free of  violence 
(Rosenbaum and O'Leary, "Children: The     
Unintended Victims of Marital Violence"     

American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 1981)  

 


